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SCHOOL REPORT. 


The Superintending School Committee of the town of Palmer, 
for the years 1857-8, having attended to the duties of their office 
by the requisition of law, and having prepared a summary of the 
actual condition of the several public schools, and in compliance 
with custom, submit to their fellow citizens their report: 

The special supervision of the several schools was disposed of 
as follows, viz: 

| GRADED SCHOOL. 

To Mr. Collins, Nos. 12, 2, 9, 6. 

“ “ Bullock, “ 1, 3, 4, 8. 

“ “ Gates, “ 13, 10, 11, 5 , 7. 

District Mo. 1. 

The Summer Teem, in this District, was taught by Miss Ade¬ 
laide Y. Hitchcock, a former teacher. The number of scholars 
in attendance was small, which detracted somewhat from the 
teacher’s interest, and gave an appearance of tameness to the ex¬ 
ercises. Miss H. is one of our most amiable teachers, and her 
success was good. 

The Winter Teem was taught by Miss Sarah C. Fuller, a resi¬ 
dent of the District. Under her instruction the school made 
successful progress. We discovered a want of spirit in the exer¬ 
cises, and of enthusiasm on the part of the teacher. We dislike 
to see teachers of a common school sit down during recitation, as 
a general practice, and the habit of reading questions from books 
displays the attainments of their classes to a disadvantage. Both 
the teachers of this district promise well for the future, but they 
need to cultivate energy. 

District Mo. 2 . 

First Department.—S ummer and fall terms were taught by 

li. 88 who succeeded in keeping a very fair 
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Winter Term was taught by L. W. Wheeler, who succeeded in 
establishing order and method amongst his school; he governed 
more by the rod than love. With some indiscretions, he yet suc¬ 
ceeded in imparting a thorough knowledge of the branches pur¬ 
sued. The rudimentary drilling was superior. 

Second Department. —Summer, fall and winter terms were 
kept by Mrs. Josephine M. White. Her school exhibited a 
steady progress and improvement, as could be expected. 

District Mo. 3. 

First Division. —The summer term was taught by Miss Mary 
F. Brown of Brim field, with the usual ability and* success. In 
her method of instruction, there is a happy blending of kind¬ 
ness with firmness, and a just sense of the requirements 
of her office. It is seldom a teacher comprehends so many for¬ 
tunate elements of character, with superior attainments, and an 
“ aptness to teach. 55 

Second Division.— The summer term was taught by Miss 
Harriet B. Brown of Brim field, who labored faithfully and earn¬ 
estly under many discouragements. There were sixty-four schol¬ 
ars in attendance; more than could be comfortably seated, and 
enough for the utmost effort of two teachers, especially as they 
were all receiving primary instruction. Under these circumstan¬ 
ces, the success of any teacher could not be the highest. The 
labor was too great for her power of endurance ; the amount of 
discipline was necessarily so large as to display the higher quali¬ 
ties of a teacher to disadvantage. The closing examination at¬ 
tested her diligence and considerable success. 

The Winter Term of this Division was taught by Miss Mary 
F. Brown. 

Third Division. —The experience of the summer showed the 
necessity of dividing the second Division. Accordingly the Vis¬ 
iting Committee of this district conferred with the Prudential 
Committee, and located a school in McGilvray’s block. The ser¬ 
vices of Miss Fannie L. Robinson, an experienced teacher from 
Falmouth, Mass., were engaged. The school was highly success¬ 
ful. Under her instruction the school made rapid progress. We 
never saw more enthusiasm manifested on the part of both 
teacher and scholars. She succeeded in winning the affections of 
her pupils to a remarkable extent. A short time before the close, 
the school was decimated by the scarlet fever, and was closed a 
week sooner than the appointed time, on account of the sickness 
of the teacher. 

District Mo. 4. 

The Summer Term was taught by Miss Henrietta King of East- 
hampton. This was her second term in the district, and fully 
met the expectations of the committee. 
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The Winter Term was taught by Mr. John F. Bacon of Brim- 
field. This was his first effort, and it was highly creditable 
Daring the first half of the term there was a failure in govern¬ 
ment, but this was repaired during the latter part. The elemen¬ 
tary drilling was rigid and thorough. This school was also de- 
pieted by sickness. 

District Mo. 5. 

Summer and Winter Term.— Miss Fannie E. Teisherdick 
Teacher. A quiet orderly school. The scholars were regular in 
their attendance, and ten of them were not tardy during the win¬ 
ter term. Both summer and winter terms were taught with 
equally good success. 

It is very strange the district are not aware they should have a 
better school house. If they have another school-meeting for the 
purpose of building, we hope there will enough attend to form a 
quorum. 

District. Mo ©. 

The Summer Term was taught by Miss Fanny L. Collins, of 
Thorndike. This was her first effort in a public school, and she 
acquitted herseit with the hignesfc success. The closing examina¬ 
tion evinced thorough training and a good capacity for govern¬ 
ment. We never saw so much emotion before at the close of a 
school. 

Winter Term was commenced by Lucius L. Merrick. Mr. 
Merrick was obliged to quit his school before the close, on ac¬ 
count of the prevailing distemper among his scholars, much to 
their disappointment and their parents. Jle kept an excellent 
school. 

District Mo. 7 . 

There was a supply of money in this district, but so few schol- 
arsif was thought proper to have no Summer school. 

Winter Term.— Miss Jane D. Strickland, Teacher.—This was 
a small school of eleven scholars, and appeared to be doing well 
when the two first visits were made bv the Committee. But 
some of the scholars were taken sick, others withdrew from the 
school with the excuse that the house was so cold they could not 
keep warm, and the school closed with the attendance of but two 
scholars. It appears to be next to an impossibility to support a 
school in this district under present circumstances. We think 
there will be no call for any appropriation of money for this dis¬ 
trict the coming year, as Mr. Brown prefers sending his children 
o District No. 5, and Mr. Farrell has moved out of town, and 
mere now remains but one scholar. 

There is now in the treasury between fifty and sixty dollars. 
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©istrict Mo. 8. 

The Summer Term was taught by Miss Hepsa A. Stevens. 
She came to her charge with youth and inexperience, but labored 
assiduously. Her school was not remarkably successful, neither 
was it a failure. She was faithful, but failed frequently in judg¬ 
ment and force of character. 

The Winter Term was taught by Miss Addie L. Lanckton, of 
Springfield. She came highly recommended from Mr. Pills- 
bury’s boarding school. Without experience, a mere girl, she 
was called to instruct boys from sixteen to eighteen years of age. 
Her literary ability was sufficient, but she lacked in decision and 
judgment. Her command over the school was rather by the suf¬ 
ferance of her pupils than any respect they entertained for the 
character of their teacher. This condition of feeling was brought 
about by an undue familiarity with her pupils. In some speciali¬ 
ties the instruction was good, but as a whole, it failed to meet the 
expectation of your Committee. The school was closed without 
an examination. 

The District have been unfortunate in securing young teachers. 
They need experienced and able teachers, even more than some 
larger districts. The money would be more judiciously expended 
in the employment of higher priced teachers. 

District Mo. 9. 

Summer Term was commenced by Miss Juliett Barnes, under 
whose faithful instruction the school progressed finely. She was 
obliged to close her school in the middle of the term by sickness 
among her scholars. 

Winter Term was commenced by Miss Sally Shaw, who suc¬ 
ceeded in keeping an excellent school. She too, was forced to 
quit in the middle of the term, by reason of the spread of scarla¬ 
tina and measles among her pupils. 

District Mo. 1#. 

Summer Term. —Miss Jane Sedgwick, Teacher.—The appear¬ 
ance of the school was good. Good order was maintained during 
the term, and a marked progress was made by the scholars in the 
branches pursued. 

Winter Term. —Philander Thurston, Teacher.—The services 
of Mr. Thurston were again obtained for the Winter term by the 
Prudential Committee, with much propriety. An excellent teach¬ 
er ; kind but firm and maintained good order. 

The recitations in Arithmetic and Geography were good ; and 
good attention was given to reading and spelling. The examina¬ 
tion was all that could be expected, as there was a very irregular 
attendance most of the term, occasioned by sickness. 
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District Mo. II. 

Summer Teem. —Miss Minerva ! M. Hastings, Teacher.—The 
teacher was faithful in the discharge of her duty, and the schol¬ 
ars learned well. But the school was not large enough to make it 
interesting to either teacher or scholars. 

Winter Term. —Miss Sarah Sedgwick, Teacher.—Miss Sedg¬ 
wick is regarded by the Committee as an excellent teacher. Her 
success was good this term, and those present at the close of the 
school showed much gratitude to see the interest manifested on 
the part of the scholars and the improvement they made durinir 
the term. ' & 

District Mo. 12 . 

First Department.— Saloma G. Twitchell, Winter Term — 
The character of this department has been such as to meet the ex¬ 
pectations of the Committee, and the approbation of the district. 
Miss T. has labored not only to give her scholars a knowledge of 
Arithmetic and Grammar as it is in the books, but has learned 
them to develop their own resources and powers of mind. The 
reading and singing deserve special commendation. The Com¬ 
mittee consider this school as sustaining a high character. 

Second Department.— Miss Sarah F. Brown, taught the Sum¬ 
mer, Fall and Winter terms. Miss Brown is an experienced 
teacher, and, by long continuance in her present position, has be¬ 
come perfectly acquainted with the wants and dispositions of her 
numerous pupils, and has secured the confidence of scholars and 
parents. 

Third Department.— The Fall and Winter terms were taught 
by Miss A. V. Hitchcock. The scholars in this department were 
mostly foreigners, and there could not be that scholarship and order 
that is desirable. Considering the difficulties that the teach- 
er had to encounter, the school has made a fair improvement. 

Fourth Department.— Summer and Fall terms kept by Miss 
Julia Putnam of Sutton, Mass., who has kept one of the best 
regulated schools in this town. Her government was mild and 
She took unwearied pains with her scholars. Her 
school-room and scholars were models of neatness. She will be 
long remembered by the parents of this district. 

Winter term taught by Miss Juliett Barnes, who succeeded 
Miss Putnam in keeping a well regulated and orderly school. 

Bisfricft Mo. IS. 

Summer Term.— Miss Sarah Sedgwick, teacher.—This is one 
ot the largest schools in town,—too large for any one teacher to 

i US u Ce Some of the scholars learned well, while others 

made but little progress in their studies. 
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_- Winter Term.—First Division, Philo D. Winter, teacher.— 
Mr. Winter has been a successful teacher in this district several 
times before. The scholars made good improvement this term, 
considering the disadvantages they labored under, viz— sichness . 
A goodly number attended the examination, and were entertained 
by well learned recitations and good reading. The first class ranks 
with our best in town. 

Second Division. —Miss Minerva M. Hastings, teacher.—This 
was a school of twenty-nine scholars. It continued but a short 
time before it was interrupted by sickness, which detached much 
from the interest in this division as well as the first, but many of 
the pupils made good improvement. 

Much injustice has been done to this district by the division of 
our school-money. The scholars that draw money are about half 
the number that attend school. 


traded School* 

The amount of appropriation for this school, was increased one 
hundred dollars, the current year. Two hundred of this amount 
we appropriated at Thorndike, and two hundred at the Depot, vil¬ 
lages where the school had been previously located. 

The Spring term commenced at Thorndike, under the charge of 
Mr. H. W. Wentworth of Bridgewater, a graduate of the Bridge- 
water Normal School. He taught one month and left, being dis¬ 
satisfied with the school. He was succeeded by Mr. Dwight D. 
Cole of North Adams, and a graduate of Westfield Normal School. 
He came with an excellent recommendation, and, by tact and 
energy, infused into the minds of his school a spirit of emulation 
and a desire to learn. He governed by love rather than the rod. 

He also taught the Fall term, with increased interest to scholars 
and parents. 

The Autumn and Winter terms commenced at the Depot, 
under the charge of Mr. George W. Calkins, of Palmer. The 
school, during the first term, was large and flourishing. Many 
pupils from other districts were in attendance. The second term 
W’as not so numerously attended as the previous one, and the 
attendance was irregular, on account of the sickness which pre¬ 
vailed so generally in the village. The school was a successful 
one, — orderly and well governed—the instruction thorough. 
Classes in Philosophy, Physiology and Algebra manifested a 
scope and depth of attainment rarely excelled, doing credit to 
the ability and faithfulness of their instructor. 
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GENERAL REVIEW. 

Having attended to the details of their Report, your Commit¬ 
tee would take occasion, in concluding, to refer to some matters 
of general interest to every citizen, who cherishes an interest in 
our public schools. 

The suggestions and recommendations made in our last Annual 
Report although they were not all carried into effect, are even 
now, more pertinent to our existing wants than they were at that 
time. _ The experience of another year has only confirmed us in 
the opinion that we are not realizing the highest possible advan¬ 
tage from the money expended, because of some hindrances 
which an unprejudiced reflection, would remove. : 

The opposition raised to some of them, however, has been a 
fortunate circumstance; for the efficiency of the schools in some 
sections, of the town, has been, thereby, materially increased. In 
those districts where a change was contemplated an unusual in¬ 
terest has been awakened and the attendance has been much 
larger than during the previous year. Fearful lest the shadow of 
the old school house might no longer fall within the limits of 
their own neighborhood, they have begun to feel the importance 
of sustaining it, both by keeping their children at school and fre¬ 
quently visiting its sessions. 

In consequence of the unusual prostration of business interests 
throughout the town, a larger number of scholars have attended 
school than in previous years. Especially, was this so, at the 
commencement of the winter schools. But they were speedily 
thinned, and in some instances, almost deserted by sickness, 
which prevailed to an extraordinary extent during the winter. 
This fact will make the average attendance appear very small as 
compared with the whole number in attendance. Some changes 
are imperatively called for, if any regard is had to the greatest 
utility of schooling and economy of expenditure. In those 
towns where the District system has been abolished, the schools 
have uniformly been more successful. The repairing of school- 
houses and the furnishing of apparatus are in the majority of our 
districts entirely neglected, because they are things wholly contin¬ 
gent upon the slow movements of a District, and the existence of 
a harmonious feeling. In most Districts there are two or three 
parties, one favorable to modem improvements and willing to 
pay their proportional part of the taxes for anything that will add 
to the facilities for educating their children. Another party op¬ 
pose everything but the barest necessity, appealing to the past 
history of education to strengthen their position. A third party, 
perhaps, who have no children , and possessed of a miserly spirit, 
take no interest, whatever, in the affairs of the school until the 
test question of money or no money, is raised, when they general- 
2 
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ly appeal in sufficient numbers to quash all progressive measures* 
And even, if it is voted to build or repair the school-house the 
burden falls upon the few real estate holders. By the abolition of 
the District system, these difficulties are happily obviated, and 
the town as a whole and in its corporate capacity, assumes the 
charge, and becomes responsible for whatever exists. This eases 
off the burden from the few, and prevents those neighborhood 
feuds always prolific of evil and disaster to a school. The con¬ 
summation of this, it seems to us, would be a favorable change in 
our educational arrangements. 

You will have noticed that, in several instances, the Committee 
who have in charge your schools, have been under the necessity 
of speaking disparagingly of their success during the year. It is 
mortifying to know that such has been the fact in any instance; 
that the best possible results have not been realized, and the money 
expended made its ample return, in intellectual culture and good 
behavior. But, with our present arrangements, we are not war¬ 
ranted, perhaps, in expecting a complete success in every school. 
Prudential Committees—to whom the town, from year to year, 
assigns, by special vote, the duty of selecting and employing 
teachers,—consult, as they believe, the interests of their district, 
by employing the lowest-priced teachers, that the school may be 
lengthened out. Thus they enter upon a dangerous experiment, 
which sometimes suceeeds, but oftener fails. In a matter of so 
much consequnce as the education of your children, experience 
and ability should be sought, whatever the price, in preference to 
every other consideration. A school of three months, taught by 
a competent teacher, is better than one of a year’s length under 
the administration of inexperience, incompetency and stupidity. 

Dr. Sears, in his thirteenth annual report to the Board of Edu¬ 
cation, thus refers to the frequent embarrassment of Committees : 

“ But one individual is presented to be examined for a given school. 
If he be rejected, there is no certainty that a better candidate will next 
appear. Possibly one who is inferior will be offered. The time for com¬ 
mencing the school may have already arrived. A delay in opening the 
school may appear quite inexpedient. Thus the chances may, upon the 
whole, appear as much in favor of approving the first candidate that is 
presented, though he be confessedly unequal to the office, as of taking any 
other course. Nor are these the only or chief embarrassments. The 
candidate, when presented by the district agent, and supported both by 
him and the certificates which he exhibits, persuades himself that he has 
a just claim to the approval of the Committee of Examination, and con¬ 
sequently regards himself an injured man, if it is denied him. Per¬ 
haps he will plead for a second trial, and meanwhile will review his 
studies, and induce his friends to intercede for him, and it is fortunate if 
he and the Prudential Committee do not originate a party that would 
prove fatal to the success of any other teacher in that district. The Ex¬ 
amining Committee, more accustomed to censure than encouragement and 
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support, unwilling moreover to give further offence, and thereby strengthen 
the opposition, conclude to yield one point, in order to secure others which 
they deem more important, and approve of a poorly qualified teacher 
rather than prolong a contest which might end in the subversion of the 
best interests of the school.” 

The engaging, examining, approving and supervising powers, 
are so intimately connected, that their distribution to different 
authorities produces frequent collision and impairs the efficiency 
of the schools. The law with a wise discrimination, disposes 
this power with the school committee, but the town in the ap¬ 
pointment of its agents, so divorces and parcels out the several 
duties, that the real responsibility rests nowhere. The school 
committee cannot be held answerable for the exercise of a power 
which they do not possess. They have not the power of election 
but only of veto and dismissal. Everything that relates to 
schools, their location, the hiring of teachers and their super¬ 
vision^ should be left where the law leaves it—with the school 
committee. 

This is confessedly the only successful course, and you have 
thus created a responsible power. Prudential Committees are, 
in most instances, unpaid agents of the town, and they are not 
expected to take any considerable interest in the schools. Their 
duties are discharged in the cheapest and most expeditious man¬ 
ner. Except in a few instances, they are unqualified to judge of 
the ability of a teacher, and cannot know as well as the super¬ 
intending committee, the special wants of the district, because 
they seldom visit it. 

In our last annual report, we recommended the purchase of 
school books by the town as the most certain, expeditious and 
economical method of supplying the schools. Had that been 
carried out, a considerable saving would have been realized the 
present year. A large number of children and youth have been 
thrown out of employment; entering our schools without books, 
or the means of purchasing them; we have been under the ne¬ 
cessity of furnishing them, and we have done so liberally. A 
saving of from twenty-five to thirty-three per cent, may be made, 
which is a consideration worth your attention. 

. ^ rom our report it will be seen, that a large number of the na¬ 
tives of the town have been employed as teachers; wherever ex¬ 
pedient, we have encouraged this practice as one calculated to 
infuse spirit in the work of education. We think a greater 
prominence should be given to this idea, and that those capable 
of instructing in our schools should be sought out and encouraged 
m preference to others. Let our home talent be brought for¬ 
ward and made available. The practice, however, of employing 
the natives of a district to teach in their own school where they 
have recently been scholars, is attended with many disadvan- 
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tages. Their familiarity with the district and their pupils, begets 
a contempt for their efforts, however high the order of talent 
they bring to their duties. Prudential Committees having 
in charge the hiring of teachers, should discourage the prac¬ 
tice. 

Unless we.have been greatly mistaken, parents and guardians 
oi children m the town, are beginning to manifest a greater de¬ 
gree of interest in our schools. We have noticed their presence 
in larger numbers at the closing examinations. This has an inti¬ 
mate connection with their elevation, so much so, that without 
their co-operation and sympathy, we have no hope of elevat¬ 
ing the character of our schools and the standard of attain¬ 
ment. 

During the year, most oi the schools have been successfully 
instructed, teachers of ability and experience have been employed, 
and they have displayed a commendable enthusiasm for their du¬ 
ties, notwithstanding they have had to contend with deficient 
means for the illustration of the studies pursued, and some of 
them, with all the inconveniences of miserable school-houses. 

The. intellectual training oi children and youth is a matter of 
the highest importance, and justly entitled to the sympathies of 
every good citizen. Any interest which you may possibly feel, 
will not transcend the merits of the subject, nor compromise its 
dignity. No expense or effort was deemed too great in training 
the youth oi Sparta for war, and those deeds of valor and daring 
which have made Republican Greece renowned in the annals of 
history. At the age of seven, the boy was withdrawn from the 
paternal care, and educated under the public eye, in company 
with others, without distinction of birth or fortune. So scrupu¬ 
lous an attention was paid to their physical training, that they 
were obliged to make their beds of rushes from the Eurotas, and 
go to their duties unshod with shoe or sandal. The state expected 
much irom her sons, and she was liberal in her provisions for 
their successful education. Should our efforts be less earnest and 
liberal in preparing American youth, not for the conquests and 
the glory of war, but for the richer conquests of intellectual and 
civil life, for the earnest and severe duties of practical life, which 
are so soon to devolve upon them. 

The moral as well as the intellectual, in their discipline, should 
be carefully attended to., by parents, teachers and committees, for 
they cannot be safely dissevered, and especially, during the inex¬ 
perience of youth. Let an irreproachable character, then, be one, 
and not the least of the requirements demanded of all who pro¬ 
pose to instruct your children. A failure here, will be seen in 
subsequent years, though undiscovered now. Its baleful shad- 
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ow will reach forward and fall around their maturity, dwarfing 
its manliness. Be assured the seed sown, will produce fruit after 
its kind. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

GAMALIEL COLLINS, ) 

ANDREW D. BULLOCK, } Committee. 
EPHRAIM B. GATES, 





STATISTICS OF THE SCHOOLS 


3sro. i^-o-iraioieiid school. 


PLACE. 

TEACHER. 

Wages per 
month. 

Time in 
months. 

Whole 

»o. 

Average 

No. 

Thorndike, 

H. W. Wentworth, 

$40 00 

if 




Dwight Cole, 

40 00 

11 

20 

16 

ct 

a 

40 00 

2£ 

34 

24 

Palmer Depot, 

George W. Calkins, 

40 00 

2-A- 

36 

28 

u 


40 00 

2i 

31 

24 


2KTO. 2 } -STJMMBR TERM. 


DISTRICTS. 

TEACHERS. 

Wages per 
month. 

Time in 
months. 

Whole 

No. 

Average 

No. 

1, Old Center, 

Adelaide Y. Hitchcock, 

B19 00 

3 

23 

171 

2, Three River, 1st D. 

Sophia Shumway, 

18 00 


29 

20 

3, Depot, 1st D. 

Mary F. Brown, 

21 00 

2 k 

39 

311 

“ 2d D. 

Harriet B. Brown, 

19- 00 

2k 

64 

52 

4, Mason, 

Henrietta King, 

15 00 

3| 

30 

22 

5, Foster, 

Fannie E. Fisherdick, 

15 00 

3 

13 

11 

6, Burley, 

Fanny L. Collins, 

16 00 

2k 

21 

17 

7, Shaw, 

8, Shearer, 

Hepsa A. Stevens, 

13 00 

4i 

27 

19 

9, Gamwell, 

Juliet Barnes, 

16 00 

li 

19 

15 

10, Bondville, 

Jane Sedgwick, 

19 00 

3 

41 

33 

11, Hastings, 

12, Thorndike, 

“ 2d D. 

Minerva M. Hastings, 

13 00 

2i 

5 

4 

Sarah F. Brown, 

20 00 

2| 

50 

44 

« 3d D. 

Julia Putnam, 

Sarah Sedgwick, 

20 00 

2f 

81 

65 

13, Duckville, 

21 00 

U 

82 

41 


HO. S,-AXJTXJH3:2VT TIBIRM. 


DISTRICTS. 

TEACHERS. 

Wages per 
month 

Time in 
months. 

W T hole 

No. 

^Average 

No. 

2, 

Three Bivers, 

Sophia Shumway, 

#18 00 

If 

59 

44 

12, 

Thorndike, 2d D. 

Sarah F. Brown, 

22 00 

2! 

27 

23 


“ 3d D. 

Adelaide Y. Hitchcock, 

20 00 

2k 

43 

27 


“ 4th D. 

Julia A. Putnam, 

22 00 

2| 

55 

42 
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STATISTICS Of THE SCHOOLS* (Commmv.) 


WINTER TERM* 


DISTRICTS. 

TEACHERS. 

Wages per 
month. 

Time in 
months. 

Whole 

No. 

Average 

No. 

1, Old Centre, 

Sarah C. Fuller, 

$16 

00 

3 

25 

17 

2, Three Rivers, IstD. 

L. W. Wheeler, 

38 

00 

3 

46 

31 

« « 2d D. 

Josephine M. White, 

20 

00 

3 

60 

46 

3, Palmer Depot, 2d D 

Mary F. Brown, 

24 

00 

2i 

41 

36 

“ 3d D. 

Fannie L. Robinson, 

22 

00 

31 

48 

40 

4, Mason, 

John F. Bacon, 

23 

00 

3 

23 

161 

5, Foster, 

Fannie E. Fisherdick, 

16 

00 

3 

17 

14 

6, Burley, 

Lucius L. Merrick, 

20 

00 

3 

37 

32 

7, Shaw, 

Jane D. Strickland, 

18 

00 

3 

11 

6 

8, Shearer, 

Addie L. Lanckton, 

18 

00 

3i 

32 

25 

9, Gam well, 

Sarah Shaw, 

16 

00 

2i 

19 

8 

10, Bondville, 

Philander Thurston, 

31 

40 

21 

46 

29 

11, Hastings, 

Sarah Sedgwick, 

16 

67 

3 

14 

11 

12, Thorndike, 1st D. 

Salome G. Twitchell, 

26 

50 

3 

50 

41 

“ 2d D. 

Sarah F. Brown, 

22 

00 

3 

63 

53 

“ 3d D. 

Adelaide V. Hitchcock^ 

20 

00 

21 

43 

27 

“ 4th D. 

Juliet Barnes, 

18 

00 

3 

67 

49 

13, Duckville, 1st D. 

Philo D. Winter, 

34 

00 

3 

60 

42 

“ 2d D. 

Minerva M. Hastings, 

18 

00 

21 

29 

20 


NUMBER OF SCHOLARS, AND DIVISION OF THE SCHOOL MONEY FOR THE 

YEAR 1858. 


Districts. 

No. of 
Scholars. 

$1800 divided 
on the scholar 
by the 
Assessors. 

$200 divided by 
the Committee. 

. $168 72 

State Fund, 
and $49.50 
Merrick Fund 
divided equally. 
[218.22] 

Total. 

Amount to 
each Scholar in 
the several 
districts. 

No. 

■ i, 

24 

$61.68 

$20.00 

$16.78f 

$98.46f 

$4.10 

u 

2, 

105 

269.85 

-- 

16.78-f 

286.631 

2.73 

a 

3, 

120 

308.40 

— 

16.78-f- 

325.181 

2.17 

a 

4, 

26 

66.82 

14.00 

16.78f 

’ 97.60-1 

3.75 

it 

5, 

18 

46.26 

34.00 

16.78f 

97.041 

5.39 

(6 

6, 

37 

95.09 

— 

16.78f 

111.871 

3.02 

a 

7, 

4 

11.28 

45.00 

16.78f 

73.061 

18.26 

u 

8, 

17 

43.69 

6.00 

16.78f 

66.471 

3.91 

a 

9, 

15 

38.55 

30.00 

16.78f 

85.331 

5.59 

a 

10, 

31 

79.67 

5.00 

16.78f 

101.451 

3.27 

a 

If 

14 

35.98 

46.00 

16.78-1 

98.761 

7.05 

a 

12, 

232 

596.24 

_ 

16.78f 

613.02-J 

2.64 

« 

13, 

57 

146.49 

•-- 

16.781 

163.21-| 

2.87 

Total, 


$1800.00 

































SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


toTw^for^tl!p C riT't n v? 0S - en /i t0 r . e P ort t ^ 1G receipts and expenditures of the 
town for the past year m detail, respectfully submit the following: 

receipts. 

Balance in the Treasury, March 10 , 1857, *< 5-2 so 

Amount received of Lyman S Hills for Taxes, 1856, 455 01 

Stephen G. Newton for Taxes, 1857, 9,138 58 

lown ot Marlboro, on account of Paupers, 96 50 
A mun Smith Note (Pauper), 58 53 

h-lam Ferry, for support of Molly Ferry 

r , ^ April 1, 1857, 2 5 00 

Interest on School Fund Note, 49 50 

A. F. Nichols, Surveyor District No. 12 , 

for Highway Taxes, 8 50 

Pedler s License, 10 00 

Circus “ 70 00 

Elihu Jones, on account Poor Farm, 1856, 21 10 

Selectmen town of Wilbraham, for settle¬ 
ment of Small Pox Case, 30 00 

Town of Monson, for repairing Bridges, 3 50 

u State School Fund, 202 24 

a State Treasurer, for State Paupers, 44 43 

^Town of Monson, for Monson Scholars at¬ 
tending School Dist. No. 8,1857-8, 74 65 

u Sanford Howard, for Liquors sold as 

Town Agent, 255 05 

George M. Stacy, for Liquors sold as 
„ ^ Town Agent, 295 32 

Overseers Poor, for Stock and Produce 

sold from Poor Farm 200 25 

iS Town of Amherst, on account Horace Peck 

family, 12 00 

** Town of Monson, on account of Bridges, 17 90 


te 

a 

£( 

a 

a 

a 

u 

a 


EXPENDITURES. 

SCHOOLS. 

School Committee, Graded School District No, 12 , 
George Calkins, “ “ « « 3 ’ 

Amount carried forward, 


$10,980 85 


Amount Paid. 
$222 50 
100 00 


$322 50 







i-T 


Amount brought forward, 

Wilson Braynard, for Poor Farm Children attending School in 
District No. 4, 

Abraham Knowlton, for Palmer Scholars attending School in 
his District, Wilbraham, 

District No. 1, amount of Orders paid in current year, 

2 , 


“ 3, 

“ 4, 

“ 5 , 
“ 6 , 
“ 7, 
“ 8 , 
“ 9 , 
“ 10 , 
“ 11 , 
“ 12 , 
“ 13, 


66 

a 


66 

66 


HIGHWAYS AND BEIDGES. 


$322 50 

5 00 

6 75 
92 00 

339 90 
362 05 
85 50 
45 25 
40 00 
00 00 
129 50 
24 00 
121 00 
89 95 
472 82 
252 21 

2,388 43 


L. E. Truesdell for building iron bridge, Thorndike, 

“ “ “ abutment, “ 

« “ foot bridge, railing, &c., “ 

Daniel Cook for stone work iron bridge, “ 

A. V. Blanchard & Co. for plank for bridges near their mills, 

66 66 66 repairing 66 a “ 

S. R. Lawrence for cash paid for building new road near J. K. 
Knox’s, 

S. R. Lawrence for cash paid for repairing Warren road, 

“ 66 “ “ Bondville bridge, 

66 66 66 a Cooley u 

66 u “ <£ Hastings “ 

George Moores for cash paid for repairing road west of Three 
Rivers, 

Horace Hunn for cash paid for repairing road west of Three 
Rivers, 

Mathew C. Fenton for repairing bridge near S. G. Shaw’s, 

« “ “ « “ Ephraim Fenton’s, 

Austin R. Smith for plank and boards for bridges, 

N. S. Powers for 66 for Powers’ bridge, 

Butler Barrett for repairing bridge between Belchertown and 
Palmer, 

Town of Monson u u <c Palmer and Monson, 

Alanson C. Merrick “ Merrick bridge, 

Jonathan Cooley for “ Cooley <fi 

S. W. Smith for repairing bridge near Palmer Depot, 

Amount carried forward, $ 

3 


Amount Paid . 
$1,275 00 
772 50 
135 67 
10 00 


57 20 
37 00 

85 50 
14 00 
6 50 

13 86 
46 16 

61 16 

74 42 
20 00 
70 00 
69 74 
19 65 

14 07 
6 65 
1 50 
1 75 
6 70 

L799 03 







18 


1856-7 

1857, 


Amount brought forward, 

William B. Fentoa « “ “ nea r his house, 1856, 

Seva Brown for breaking out roads, winter 1857, 

R. Q. Davidson 44 44 « 

King Sedgwick 44 « « 

A. V. Kent for 44 « « 

A. R. Murdock, Jr., 44 44 « 

Justin Fuller 44 « « 

Keyes Foster 44 44 « 

ing bridges, 

Talma Brown for repairing Northampton road, 

Philip Lamb for building railing Warren road, 

Jonathan McElwain “ ■« 

Nathan Howard “ “ Thorndike, 

Josiah Gates for repairing highway District No. 1 , 

Young & Perry for painting Burley bridge, 

E. Brown for spikes, screws, &c., for bridges, 

Horatio Cowles for injury received on highway, 1856 
John Warriner 44 44 « a 


$2,739 08 

5 54 
14 50 
11 20 

6 50 
2 00 
8 50 
5 00 


1856-7, and repair- 


10 25 
18 50 
38 00 
23 10 
7 50 
10 00 
18 00 
3 25 
76 50 
5 00 


SUPPORT OF POOR. 


3,062 37 


Amount Paid . 
$250 00 
50 00 
33 74 
24 00 
15 55 
39 
100 
50 


00 

90 

00 


Elihu Jones for services on Poor Farm fiscal year 1856—' 

Hawley Keith 44 44 44 44 1857, 

P. P.Kellogg, for merchandise for Poor Farm, 

E. G. Murdock 44 44 Hamet family, 

O. H. Bidwell 44 44 Poor Farm, 1856, 

Kancy Wright, for support of Charity Barker, 

Chauncey Smith, for support of Abram Child, child, 

John F. Gerald, for support of his wife, a pauper, 

S. R. Lawrence, for expense incurred moving small pox pauper 

to State Alms House, 4 qq 

E. B. Shaw, for use of wagon in removing small pox pauper to 

State Alms House, ^ 5 qq 

Garvin & McCarty, for removing small pox pauper to State 

Alms House, 4 

Jonathan Snow, for coffin for pauper, 4 

Olney Fuller, for wood for Koster family, 3 

Town of Warren, for support of Laban S. Whitney, pauper, 22 

P. T. Clark, for James H. Sedgwick’s family, " 35 

Umphrey Sullivan, for milk for pauper, 1 

Cheney Allen, for beef cow for Poor Farm, 

Calvin Hastings, for one yoke of oxen and cow for Poor Farm, 

Dr. Amasa Davis, for medical attendance of C. L. Brigham’s 

family, (1856,) 15 75 

Dr. J. B. Thomas, for vaccinating sundry Poor, 8 00 

Horace Hunn, for assisting 44 44 8 19 

E. Brown, for merchandise for Poor Farm, 8 53 


00 
00 
00 
30 
00 
05 
38 00 
175 00 


$898 01 
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CONTINGENT EXPENSES. 


Amount Paid . 

Fisk & Goff, for printing Town Reports of fiscal year 1856-7, $36 00 

Brown & Robinson, for paints and oil for town-house, 42 06 

Arza Blodgett, for removing and repairing town weights 

and measures, 6 50 

A. D. Tower, for painting town-house, 39 90 

John Foster, for blank books, stationery, &c., for Assessors, 5 17 

George Moores, for expense attending town business abroad, 12 00 

Zadock P. Putnam, for opening graves and returning deaths, 3 30 

John Paul, “ “ 1 00 

James G. Allen, for professional services, 5 00 

“ “ “ services on committee, 6 00 

Enos'Calkins, “ “ 5 00 

Albert F. Nichols, u “ 3 00 

George M. Stacy, for liquors purchased as Town Agent, 439 07 

Sanford Howard, u u u 66 110 44 

“ for services as Liquor Agent, 20 83 

State Treasurer, for interest on town debt, 228 00 

“ “ on account of State tax, 1,248 57 

County Treasurer, on account of county tax, 1,843 44 

George M. Stacy, for salary as Liquor Agent, to March, 1st, '*58, 29 17 

Chapman & Chamberlin, for professional services, 18 00 

Samuel Bowles & Co., for record-book, 5 50 

E. Brown, for recording births, marriages and deaths, 37 12 

Lyman S. Hills, for abatement of taxes, 1856, 204 69 

u u a highway deficiency, u 66 79 

Treasurer, for interest on town order outstanding, 1856, after 

payment had been demanded, 2 00 

“ for express bills on Laws and Resolves, election 

returns, &c., 4 42 

“ for postage, stationery, &c., 5 02 


$4,427 99 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


E. Brown, Treasurer, 

S. G. Shaw, Assessor, 

John Foster, “ 

David Tenney, “ 

Horace Hunn, Overseer of Poor, 


Amount Paid. 
$30 00 
42 00 
40 50 
40 50 
33 00 


$186 00 


TOWN DEBT. 


State Treasurer, 
Abel Calkins’ Heirs, 


$3,800 00 
2,000 00 
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RECAPITULATION. 

$2,388 43 
3,062 37 
898 01 
4,427 99 
186 00 


$10,962 80 

Total amount of Receipts, $10,980 85 

Total amount of Expenditures, 10,962 80 


Balance in the treasury, March 10, 5 58, $18 05 

Amount due from Stephen G. Newton, Collector, 1857, $2,068 15 

44 44 State for support of State paupers, 65 00 

44 44 heirs of Oliver Ferry, for support of 

Molly Ferry, current year, April 1, 1858, 25 00 

44 44 Ephraim Fenton, (note,) 50 00 

44 44 interest on school fund note, due April 1, J 58, 49 50 

44 44 town of Greenwich, on account of paupers, 18 85 

44 44 town of Amherst, 44 44 9 35 

44 44 town of Groton, 44 44 

(Child family,) 100 90 

44 44 town of Brimfield, on account of bridges, 19 82 


Amount paid for schools, 

44 44 Highways and Bridges, 

44 44 Support of Poor, 

44 44 Contingent Expenses, 

44 44 Town Officers, 


Balance in treasury, March 10, 1858, 


$2,406 57 
18 05 


Total amount due the town, $2,424 62 

Amount due the several school districts, $1,353 20 

Outstanding town orders, 1,694 86 

Due superintendent of poor-farm, balance of 

salary, (due April 1, 1858,) 175 00 

Amount of 3 and 6 per cent abatements made 

by the Collector on tax-bills 349 15 

Amount of other abatements, (as estimated,) 250 00 

Interest due on tow r n debt, 150 00 

Balance of State tax due, 749 43 


Liability of the town, 


$4,721 64- 


Balance against the towrn, 


$2,297 02 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


HORACE HUNN, ) Selectmen 

GEORGE MOORES, { r of 

SOLOMON R. LAWRENCE,) Palmer. 
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REPORT OF OVERSEERS OF THE POOR 


For the support of Paupers for the year ending March 1, 1858. 
EXPENSES. 


To inventory of stock, hay, grain, provisions, &c., as 
estimated, March 1, 1857, 

Interest on cost of alms-house establishment, 
Amount of orders drawn and paid on account of 
paupers for the current year, 

Amount of sundry bills paid by Superintendent, 
Amount of stock purchased, 

Superintendent’s salary for the current year, 
Outstanding orders on account of paupers for the 
current year, 


SI,285 15 
150 00 

391 71 
129 50 
175 00 
225 00 

217 37 

$2,573 73 


RECEIPTS. 


$1,379 

217 

170 


90 

78 

00 


By inventory of stock, hay, grain, provisions, &c., 
as estimated, March 1, 1858, 

Amount of produce sold from poor-farm, 

Amount of stock sold from poor-farm, 

Amount due from heirs of Oliver Ferry for 
the support of Molly Ferry, (current 
year, April 1, 1858, 

Amount received from town of Amherst, on 
account of Peck family, 

Amount due from town of Greenwich, on 
account of paupers, 

Amount due from town of Amherst on 

account of paupers, . ® 

Amount due from town of Groton, (Child family,) 100 
Amount due from State, on account of State 

65 00 


25 00 


12 00 
18 85 


35 

90 


paupers, 


-$1,998 78 


Balance against poor-house establishment, 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

HORACE HUNN, 

GEORGE MOORES, >- 

f SOLOMON R. LAWRENCE, ) 


$574 95 

) Selectmen 
of 

Palmer.) 
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REPORT OF THE TOWN LIQUOR AGENCY. 


GEORGE M. STACY, 

To liquors, barrels, kegs, etc., received of William Holbrook, 
Liquors, barrels, kegs, etc., received of Sanford Howard, 
Fitting room, faucets, measures, etc., 

Freight-bills on liquors, 

Salary to March 1, 1858, seven months, 

Liquors purchased, 


Dr. 

$108 53 
48 15 
3 91 
7 19 
29 17 
427 97 


$624 92 
Cr. 


By inventory of liquors, barrels, kegs, etc., on hand, 

March 1, 1858, $335 85 

Cash received for sales of liquors, barrels, 

kegs, etc., 295 32 


$631 17 


Balance in favor of Agency, 

Respectfully submitted. 

HORACE HTTNN, 

GEORGE MOORES, 
SOLOMON R. LAWRENCE, 


$6 25 

Selectmen 

Palmer, 
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TOWN VALUATION, &c. 


Valuation of town of Palmer, 1857, $1,115,291 00 

Keduced valuation, 

Amount raised to defray contingent expenses, loo7, 

« a for common schools, 1857, 

« <fi for graded schools, 1857, 

<c « for appropriation by School Committee, 1857, 

« 66 to apply on town debt, 18o7, 

a « for repairing highways and bridges, 18o/, 

« “ for State tax, 1857, 

a “ for county tax, 1857, 

The number of polls, in 1857, was 858. 

Tax ^ 1857—ninety cents on one hundred dollars. 

Amount of tax-bills in hands of Step^G^N^ton^CoUector, 11,206 7 

, ( - 


6,691 74 

3.500 00 
1,800 00 

400 00 
200 00 
1,000 00 

1.500 00 
1,998 00 
1,843 44 

1 50 


JOHN FOSTER, >- 

DAVID TENNEY, ) 


- Assessors . 
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■ ■ 




* 


FJ,«4 



■J 




a' >■ 



